May 19, 2005

ANNOUNCEMENT BY COMMITTEE
ON RULES REGARDING AMEND-
MENTS TO H.R. 1851, NATIONAL
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006

(Mr. COLE of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
the Committee on Rules may meet the
week of May 23rd to grant a rule which
could limit the amendment process for
floor consideration of H.R. 1815, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2006. The Committee on
Armed Services ordered the bill re-
ported late last night and is expected
to file its report in the House tomor-
row, May 20.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment should submit 55 copies of
the amendment and one copy with a
brief explanation of the amendment to
the Committee on Rules in room H-312
of the Capitol by 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
May 24.

Members should draft their amend-
ments to the text of the bill as re-
ported by the Committee on Armed
Services which should be available to-
morrow for their review on the Web
site of both the Committee on Armed
Services and the Committee on Rules.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are drafted in the
most appropriate format. Members are
also advised to check with the Office of
the Parliamentarian to be certain their
amendments comply with the Rules of
the House.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 2361.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 287 and rule
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XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2361.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) as chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole,
and requests the gentlewoman from
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO assume the
chair temporarily).
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2361)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior, environment, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2006, and for other
purposes, with Mrs. CAPITO (Acting
Chairman) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the rule, the bill is considered as hav-
ing been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. TAYLOR) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
DICKS) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. TAYLOR).

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina.
Madam Chairman, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Chairman, today we present
for consideration by the House the In-
terior, Environment and Related Agen-
cies fiscal year 2006 Appropriations bill
as approved by the House Committee
on Appropriations.

The bill provides a total of $26.2 bil-
lion in funding for programs for the De-
partment of the Interior, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Forest
Service, Indian Health Service, the
Smithsonian Institution, and several
other environmental and cultural agen-
cies and commissions.
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The bill is $823 million below the fis-
cal year 2005 level, and $435 million
above the administration budget re-
quest.

This is a balanced, bipartisan bill. It
provides significant increases for our
national parks, Indian schools, hos-
pitals and clinics, wildfire programs;
forest health is a high priority, and the
Healthy Forest Initiative is fully fund-
ed.
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The Payments in Lieu of Taxes pro-
gram has a healthy increase of $30 mil-
lion above the budget request, and
more than $3 million above the 2005
level. Despite our very tight allocation,
the Committee believes it is important
to provide this increased funding for
PILT.

There is an increase of $64 million for
operations of our National Park Sys-
tem, including a $30 million increase
specifically designed for individual
units of the National Park Service.
This targeted park base increase will
benefit all of our parks.

The bill also restores critical funding
for science programs, historic preserva-
tion programs, National Forest Sys-
tems programs, and Save America’s
Treasures grants. Finally, we have re-
stored critical environmental edu-
cation, research and rural water pro-
grams in the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and provided some lim-
ited increases for initiatives proposed
in the budget request, including Super-
fund, homeland security, school bus
retrofits, the Clean Diesel Program,
Methane to Markets Initiative, and the
Brownfields Program.

The budget request for EPA, while
substantially below last year’s level
and proposed increases in that budget
request, were funded by elimination of
many critical mission essential pro-
grams.

We heard from nearly every Member
of the House asking that we provide
funding for EPA programs that were
eliminated or reduced in the budget.
The program restoration and increases
for the various programs and agencies
in this bill are offset by the decreases
in land acquisition, construction, and
State grant programs, and by lowering
the amount provided for the increases
proposed in the budget request.

This is a balanced bill. It is within
the 302(b) allocation for budget author-
ity and outlays. It provides the needed
funding to keep the agencies in the bill
operating at a reasonable level.

It does not provide a lot of funding
for new initiatives. The choices made
by the Committee were tough and fair
and responsible. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill.

At this point, I would like to ask

that a table detailing the accounts in
the bill be inserted in the RECORD.
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